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Neglect

There Is no single definition of Child Neglect.
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win Alabama, 'Neglect' means negligent treatment or maltreatment of a

child, including the failure to provide adequate food, clothing, shelter,
medical treatment, or supervisioQitation:Ala Codeg§ 26-14-1(1)}(3)

Source: Child Welfare Information Gateway. Available online at
https://www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/laws policies/statutes/define.cfm



https://www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/laws_policies/statutes/define.cfm

Alabama 2014 Child Maltreatment Data

w10.1 % were Neglect
wi7.3% were Physical Abuse
\ 01 620.3% were Sexual Abuse




Child Neglect Trends

Child Neglecté.

U Is the most common form of child maltreatment in the U.S. today
U Is the most frequently investigated allegation by CPS

U Is the most common reason for placing children in foster care

U Is the type of maltreatment most closely associated with poverty

Indicators of poverty are more consistent predictors of neglect than most measures of parenting
In fiscal year 2013, 80% of all cases nationally referred to child protective services (CPS) involved neglect
Trends in neglect have not declined in pace with declines in physical and sexual abuse

The trend is to view all forms of child maltreatment through a public health perspective.



Parental neglect of
children

Societal neglect of
families

Community neglect Societal neglect of
of families community

National Alliance of Children's Trust and Prevention
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Neglect is not one categorysubtypes include physical, medical, emotional & educational neglect, &
inadequate supervision

Dominant and most pervasive form of CA/N

70% of all child fatalities (2012)

Only type of CA/N that has not declined in recent years

More likely to recur than other forms of CA/N

When recurring, cumulative impacts to child over time
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Cause®FHILDNEGLECT

No single cause of neglect

Four evidencenformed characteristics that contribute to or are
associated with child neglect

wlLow socieeconomic status

wMaternal depression and mental health disorders
wSubstance abuse
wlnterpersonal violence




Joining Together NACTF and FRIENDS

The Alliance has invested six years of significant attention to understanding and
promoting strategies that help build healthy communities and prevent child neglect.

Developing tools for sharing parent perspectives on preventing child neglect.

Based on our Theory of Change, we are identifying examples around the country of
Implementation of strategies that work.

FRIENDS NC for CBCAP

Administer survey and summarize findings on Child Neglect
(April - May 2016)

Convened a Community of Practice CoP (May - September 2016)

Developing Resources




Good newr IT’S PREVENTABLE
Child -Ngfﬁ:f within the SOCIO-ECOLOGICAL MODEL

Child Neglect Risk Factors Protective Factors to the Rescue

SOCIETY SOCIETY
= Poverty and deprivation of basic needs * Concrete Supports
* |Lack of collective (shared) responsibility i

for children COMMUNITY (Neighborhood)
* |ow level of importance to politicians — i * Concrete Supports for Parents

lack of political will i {Quality Child Care)

i * Community Norming of

* Environmental problems  COMMUNITY ™ * Soclal Connections

= Neighborhood violence ' i Neighborbood ", (Cohesion)

= Unemployment k

FAMILY

= |nadequate housing
= Socilal isolation
= Caregiver childhood adversity

* Knowledge of Parenting and
Child Development

(Early Childhood Education)
FAMILY * Parental Resllience
= Maternal depression (Hope)

= Situational or enduring problems
= Mental health

= Faith and Spirituality
* Nurturing and Attachment
= Substance abuse

= Interpersonal family violence CHILD (iIndividual)
* Apathy/hopeless * Attachment
o = Soclal and Emotional
CHILD (individual) Competence of Children

* Child vulnerability

= Young age

= Poor health

= Disabilities and behavioral challenges
* Unmet basic needs

NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF CHILDREN'S TRUST AND PREVENTION FUNDS



Interviews

A 22 ¢ diverse perspectivesxperts, parents,
policymakers, practitioners, researchers, CT
staff
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What they learned?

PROTECTIVE FACTORS RISK FACTORS

/Understanding of/Focus on Brain ArchitectureHistory of Trauma

/Universal Early Childhood Education & /Poverty/Insufficient Resources

Development .
P /Maternal Depression/Mental Health

/Standard of Adequate Parent Care /Parentin

Behaviors au | %Substance Abuse

WSazdaNDSa 2 assSid ci @ﬁ]/gltgn@/g]in_irgigng gngllenges associated
with raising children

/Competent Parenting



Poverty and Neglect

Poverty is repeatedly shown to be a risk factor for child maltreatment, in particular, child
neglect

Line between poverty and neglect is sometimes blurred

Parents and the Acanot wino di |l emma

American ideology that poverty equates to a personal flaw

Yet, longstanding philosophy in child welfare that poverty does not equal maltreatment
Children should not be separated from thei |

This phrase has permeated child welfare practice philosophy for over 100 years and is
common in many state statutory definitions of neglect even today.

(Kristen Shook Slack, PhD, Presentation to the Birth Parent National Network Virtual Convening, November 3 2015 (vww.bpnn.ctfalliance.org)



http://www.bpnn.ctfalliance.org/
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PREVENT CHILD NEGLECT

( SOCIETY

ederal laws and public policies that Relationship Parent/
ARemediate child and family poverty - : :
AM hildren b i ‘nfe Avgilable/accessible/affordable/qu SIEIEES EITE MEeE S e Caregiver/Child
eet ¢ s asnpgc @i build and sustain -
Ancrease supports of family policies lity AStrong families Str.zlageglzs I HEHeEs 1k
ASupport father involvement A Food el R el Eemel Qe S0
Mevelop partnerships with families A Housing A\Iurturi)ég and attachment P hysmgl, emo_tlonal end
ARespect culturally diverse practices A Education Aatherso inv %mg V:é;‘famgrentin an
APromote universal approaches that target véry A Child care Pl eereEiEns il deve?lopmgnt g
young children and families A Transportation Eamilyos abili tlypateral Bsicheei de fbasic
E hensive, integrative apprpach A : arerial FEsHienc
ficourage Comprenensive, integ P A Health care needs for children Asocial and emotional
Public will and social norms that . A" Job opportunities/living incdme. | AParents as key decision competence of children
ffrrt\lfg;tr:ge giving of ourselves to benefit th A Social supports makers in their own families Parentos ability
liminate stigma associated with needing afid ) Sl GBS EMIITTE CEEIEIENER [ EEHEr
environment

asking for help A Parent participation in local
Expect formal and irfmrmgra]ldea\llg%agers t o hws
tal ke . : A Community culture of collaboration
Federal and state financing that A C i s in ti f d
Anvests in cesffective prevention efforts A L_orllcre € suppolr_ SUTHMES Obp©c
Aunds strategies/programs that collectively fneet inkages to quality services wiien
the muliimensional needs of families needed . :
Mprioritizes research funding (including A Culturally specific services anc
neuroscience) supports :

A Researchased services selection

to enhance child and family well

OUTCOMES: H“g“oacri‘gf‘;"a” Supportive and Strong and Safec ﬁﬂgre'*nea'thy

of Chil drends Trust and Prevent

A Acknowledge existence and increase public awareness of child neglect
A Recognize the ramifications of inaction

A Embrace strategies to reduce incidence and prevalence of child neglect
A Intervene and effectively treat child neglect
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A WISHLUSTATTHESOCIETYEVEL

U Advances In neuroscience

U Government policies and programs that
provide economic support

U Recognize the importance of parenting & offer
education, social and material support to
parents who are in need

U Design prevention strategies that address all
evels of sockecological model

U Universal policies that support new parents
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Call to Action:

[ SOCIETY \

Federal laws and public policies that
Remediate child and family poverty
Meet childrends
Increase supports of family policies
Support father involvement
Develop partnerships with families
Respect culturally diverse practices
Promote universal approaches that tar
young children and families
A Encourage comprehensive, integrative
approaches
Public will and social norms that
A Encourage giving of ourselves to benefit tho
less fortunate
A Eliminate stigma associated with neediflg an
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To Too To T o To Do

tve

o A Parent participation in local

A Acknowledge existence and increase public awareness of child neglect
A Recognize the ramifications of inaction
e strategies to reduce incidence and prevalence of child neglect

P R EV E N T C H I L D N E G L E@me and effectively treat child neglect
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; cA Availablg/accessible/affordable/qu

lity

A Food

Housing

Education

Child care

Transportation

Health care

Job opportunities/living incams

Social supports

A Safe, stable and nurturing
environment
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asking for help endeavors _
AExpect formal and|i nlfAGommuniy Fuguéed’fé??"%borr%n
the tal ko Concrete supports in times of need
Federal and state financing that A Linkages to quality services when
A Invest in cosffective prevention efforts needed 5 _
A Fund strategies/programs that collectivaly | A Culturally specific services anc
meet the muttimensional needs of families supports

A Prioritize research funding (including
Qeuroscience)

A Researchased services selection

to enhance child and family well
\being

FAMILY
Relationship

Strategies and methods that
build and sustain
A Strong families
A Healthy partner
relationship
Nurturing and attachmet
Fat her so6 i
Social connections
Famil ybds a
basic needs for childre
Parents as key decisio
makers in their own
families

To  To Do Do I
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@ INDIVIDUAL

Parent/
Caregiver/Chil

Strategies and methods that
build and sustain
A Physical, emotional an

economic w4sléing

v ol A ingydedige of parentin

and child development
i A gareﬂtfd reiliengey i d e
A Social and emotional

competence of children
AParentos ablil ity

assistance if needed
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OUTCOMES:manitarian Supportive and Strong and Safe and
Society Thriving Stable Healthy
Commurnities Famities Chitdren

ob

zZ,



B\

Call to Action:

A Acknowledge existence and increase public awareness of child neglect
A Recognize the ramifications of inaction

A strategies to reduce incidence and prevalence of child neglect
P R EV E N T ( : H I L D N E G L te \m and effectively treat child neglect

[ SOCIETY \

Federal laws and public policies that
Remediate child and family poverty
Meet childrends
Increase supports of family policies
Support father involvement
Develop partnerships with families
Respect culturally diverse practices
Promote universal approaches that tar
young children and families
A Encourage comprehensive, integrative
approaches
Public will and social norms that
A Encourage giving of ourselves to benefit tho
less fortunate
A Eliminate stigma associated with needifig an
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To Too To T o To Do

tve

d A Parent participation in local
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; CA Available/accessible/affordable/qu

lity

A Food

Housing
Education
Child care
Transportation
Health care
Job opportunities/living incams¢
Social supports

eA Safe, stable and nurturing
environment
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asking for help endeavors _
AExpect formal and|i n|fRoGomgunity F“guéed’f(f?"%borr%n
the tal ko Concrete supports in times of heed
Federal and state financing that A Linkages to quality services when
A Invest in cosffective prevention efforts needed o :
A Fund strategies/programs that collectively | A Culturally specific services anc
meet the muttimensional needs of families supports

A Prioritize research funding (including
Qeuroscience)

A Researchased services selection

to enhance child and family well
veing

A

o Do o Do I

A Healthy partner

FAMILY
Relationship

Strategies and methods that
build and sustain

Strong families

relationship
Nurturing and attachme
Fat her sé i
Social connections

Famil yods a bk

basic needs for childre
Parents as key decisio
makers in their own
families
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INDIVIDUAL

Parent/
Caregiver/Chil

Strategies and methods
that build and sustain
A Physical, emotional alfd
t economic w4sléing
v d I'AV Iéng,w%]eﬁg[e of parentiflg
and child developme
it yerepg reliengey o o
A Social and émotional
competence of childr
AParent s &
assistance if needed

OUTCOMES&imanitarian Supportive and Strong and Safe and
Society Thriving Stable Healthy
Commurnities Famities Chitdren
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