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Neglect

There is no single definition of Child Neglect.
ωLǘ ƛǎ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎΣ άǘƘŜ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 

responsibility for the child to provide needed food, clothing, shelter, 
ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǊŜΣ ƻǊ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ 
and well-ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŀǊƳΦ ά 

ωIn Alabama, 'Neglect' means negligent treatment or maltreatment of a 
child, including the failure to provide adequate food, clothing, shelter, 
medical treatment, or supervision. Citation: Ala. Code § 26-14-1(1)-(3)

Source: Child Welfare Information Gateway. Available online at 
https://www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/laws_policies/statutes/define.cfm

https://www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/laws_policies/statutes/define.cfm


Alabama 2014 Child Maltreatment Data

ω40.1 % were Neglect

ω47.3% were Physical Abuse

ω20.3% were Sexual Abuse

Types 
of 

Victims:



Child Neglect Trends
Child Neglecté.

üIs the most common form of child maltreatment in the U.S. today

üIs the most frequently investigated allegation by CPS

üIs the most common reason for placing children in foster care

üIs the type of maltreatment most closely associated with poverty

Indicators of poverty are more consistent predictors of neglect than most measures of parenting 

In fiscal year 2013, 80% of all cases nationally referred to child protective services (CPS) involved neglect 

Trends in neglect have not declined in pace with declines in physical and sexual abuse

The trend is to view all forms of child maltreatment through a public health perspective.

NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF CHILDREN'S TRUST AND PREVENTION FUNDS



Conceptualizing Neglect

Parental neglect of 
children

Societal neglect of 
families

Community neglect 
of families

Societal neglect of 
community

National Alliance of Children's Trust and Prevention 

Funds



CHILDNEGLECTIMPACT

Neglect is not one category ςsubtypes include physical, medical, emotional & educational neglect,  & 
inadequate supervision

Dominant and most pervasive form of CA/N

70% of all child fatalities (2012)

Only type of CA/N that has not declined in recent years

More likely to recur than other forms of CA/N

When recurring, cumulative impacts to child over time

/ŀƴ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƳǇŀƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭΣ ŎƻƎƴƛǘƛǾŜΣ ϧ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ



CausesOFCHILDNEGLECT

No single cause of neglect

Four evidence-informed characteristics that contribute to or are 
associated with child neglect

ωLow socio-economic status

ωMaternal depression and mental health disorders

ωSubstance abuse

ωInterpersonal violence



Joining Together NACTF and FRIENDS
The Alliance has invested six years of significant attention to understanding and 
promoting strategies that help build healthy communities and prevent child neglect.

Developing tools for sharing parent perspectives on preventing child neglect.

Based on our Theory of Change, we are identifying examples around the country of 
implementation of strategies that work.

FRIENDS NC for CBCAP

1. Administer survey and summarize findings on Child Neglect
(April - May 2016)

2. Convened a Community of Practice (CoP) (May - September 2016)

3. Developing Resources



NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF CHILDREN'S TRUST AND PREVENTION FUNDS



Interviews

Å22 ςdiverse perspectives- experts, parents, 
policymakers, practitioners, researchers, CTF 
staff



What they learned?
PROTECTIVE FACTORS

ÅUnderstanding of/Focus on Brain Architecture

ÅUniversal Early Childhood Education & 
Development

ÅStandard of Adequate Parent Care /Parenting 
Behaviors

ÅwŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ aŜŜǘ CŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ bŜŜŘǎ

ÅCompetent Parenting

RISK FACTORS

ÅHistory of Trauma

ÅPoverty/Insufficient Resources

ÅMaternal Depression/Mental Health

ÅSubstance Abuse

ÅDevaluing/minimizing challenges associated 
with raising children



Poverty and Neglect
Poverty is repeatedly shown to be a risk factor for child maltreatment, in particular, child 
neglect

Line between poverty and neglect is sometimes blurred

Parents and the ñcanôt winò dilemma 

American ideology that poverty equates to a personal flaw

Yet, longstanding philosophy in child welfare that poverty does not equal maltreatment

Children should not be separated from their families ñfor reasons of poverty alone.ò 

This phrase has permeated child welfare practice philosophy for over 100 years and is 
common in many state statutory definitions of neglect even today. 

(Kristen Shook Slack, PhD, Presentation to the Birth Parent National Network Virtual Convening, November 3 2015 (www.bpnn.ctfalliance.org)

NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF CHILDREN'S TRUST AND PREVENTION FUNDS

http://www.bpnn.ctfalliance.org/


National Alliance of Childrenôs Trust and Prevention Funds: Call to Action

PREVENT CHILD NEGLECT
Á Acknowledge existence and increase public awareness of child neglect

Á Recognize the ramifications of inaction

Á Embrace strategies to reduce incidence and prevalence of child neglect

Á Intervene and effectively treat child neglect

SOCIETY
Federal laws and public policies that

ÅRemediate child and family poverty

ÅMeet childrenôs basic needs

ÅIncrease supports of family policies

ÅSupport father involvement

ÅDevelop partnerships with families

ÅRespect culturally diverse practices

ÅPromote universal approaches that target very 

young children and families

ÅEncourage comprehensive, integrative approaches 

Public will and social norms that 

ÅEncourage giving of ourselves to benefit those less 

fortunate

ÅEliminate stigma associated with needing and 

asking for help

ÅExpect formal and informal leaders to ñwalk the 

talkò

Federal and state financing that 

ÅInvests in cost-effective prevention efforts

ÅFunds strategies/programs that collectively meet 

the multi-dimensional needs of families

ÅPrioritizes research funding (including 

neuroscience)

COMMUNITY

Neighborhood
Å Available/accessible/affordable/qua

lity

Á Food

Á Housing

Á Education

Á Child care

Á Transportation

Á Health care

Á Job opportunities/living income

Á Social supports

Å Safe, stable and nurturing 

environment

Å Parent participation in local 

endeavors

Å Community culture of collaboration

Å Concrete supports in times of need

Å Linkages to quality services when 

needed

Å Culturally specific services and 

supports

Å Research-based services selection 

to enhance child and family well-

being

FAMILY
Relationship

Strategies and methods that 

build and sustain

ÅStrong families

ÅHealthy partner relationship

ÅNurturing and attachment

ÅFathersô involvement

ÅSocial connections

ÅFamilyôs ability to provide basic 

needs for children

ÅParents as key decision-

makers in their own families

INDIVIDUAL
Parent/

Caregiver/Child
Strategies and methods that 

build and sustain

ÅPhysical, emotional and 

economic well-being

ÅKnowledge of parenting and 

child development

ÅParental resilience

ÅSocial and emotional 

competence of children

ÅParentôs ability to obtain 

assistance if needed

OUTCOMES: Safe and Healthy 

Children
Strong and 

Stable 

Families

Supportive and 

Thriving 

Communities

Humanitarian 

Society



A WISHLISTATTHESOCIETYLEVEL

üAdvances in neuroscience

üGovernment policies and programs that 
provide economic support

üRecognize the importance of parenting & offer 
education, social and material support to 
parents who are in need

üDesign prevention strategies that address all 
levels of socio-ecological model

üUniversal policies that support new parents



Call to Action:

PREVENT CHILD NEGLECT

Á Acknowledge existence and increase public awareness of child neglect

Á Recognize the ramifications of inaction

Á Embrace strategies to reduce incidence and prevalence of child neglect

Á Intervene and effectively treat child neglect
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Federal laws and public policies that

Å Remediate child and family poverty
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Å Respect culturally diverse practices

Å Promote universal approaches that target very 

young children and families
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approaches 

Public will and social norms that 

Å Encourage giving of ourselves to benefit those 
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Å Eliminate stigma associated with needing and 

asking for help

ÅExpect formal and informal leaders to ñwalk 

the talkò

Federal and state financing that 

Å Invest in cost-effective prevention efforts

Å Fund strategies/programs that collectively 

meet the multi-dimensional needs of families

Å Prioritize research funding (including 

neuroscience)
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Á Food
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Á Child care

Á Transportation

Á Health care
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Å Safe, stable and nurturing 

environment
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Å Concrete supports in times of need

Å Linkages to quality services when 

needed

Å Culturally specific services and 
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Å Research-based services selection 

to enhance child and family well-

being

FAMILY

Relationship
Strategies and methods that 

build and sustain

Å Strong families

Å Healthy partner 

relationship

Å Nurturing and attachment

ÅFathersô involvement

Å Social connections

ÅFamilyôs ability to provide 

basic needs for children

Å Parents as key decision-

makers in their own 

families

INDIVIDUAL

Parent/

Caregiver/Child
Strategies and methods that 

build and sustain

Å Physical, emotional and 

economic well-being

Å Knowledge of parenting 

and child development

Å Parental resilience

Å Social and emotional 

competence of children

ÅParentôs ability to obtain 

assistance if needed

OUTCOMES: Safe and 

Healthy 

Children

Strong and 

Stable 

Families

Supportive and 

Thriving 

Communities

Humanitarian 

Society



Call to Action:

PREVENT CHILD NEGLECT
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Á Acknowledge existence and increase public awareness of child neglect

Á Recognize the ramifications of inaction

Á Embrace strategies to reduce incidence and prevalence of child neglect

Á Intervene and effectively treat child neglect


