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	Kelley Parris-Barnes delivers her keynote address. 


J. Walter Wood Jr., DYS executive director, welcomed the two returning published writers, new WOS students, guests, faculty, and staff to the book release event for Holding On, the anthology of poems and stories from the students at Sequoyah School on the Chalkville Campus, with a nod toward their families.
"I especially thank you parents and grandparents for making the effort to attend today," he said. "I know you will be as proud of your children and grandchildren as we are."
Kelley Parris-Barnes, director of the Alabama Department of Child Abuse, delivered the keynote address at the November 4 event.
"You find yourself in a system that's open twenty-four hours a day, but the doors are always locked. With this book, you have unlocked those doors," she said.
"You've learned to create, a way to communicate, a way to work through your feelings," she continued. "You're going to take with you what you've learned here, and you don't know now where that will take you."
In what has become an annual tradition at Chalkville, teaching writer Priscilla Hancock Cooper presented a single red rose to her published writers and to her new students, who read their favorite poems from the new book.
After the reading, the students and their guests enjoyed a reception in the school's library.
Janet Dickson is the cooperating teacher at Sequoyah School. Cheryl Bufford is its principal.
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